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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of 
the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is 
important that the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space 
provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The 
form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and 
"said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure 
sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the 
full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat 
information given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, 
such as, "The disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," 
"The disclosure describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it does not describe 

the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for 

consulting the full patent text for details. It is suggested that the applicant amend 

the abstract to refer to the end wall caps and side wall caps. Correction is 

required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Recitations such as "a side wall cap" on lines 8-9 of claim 1 render the 
claims indefinite because it is unclear if the applicant is referring to the plastic 
components set forth above or is attempting to set forth an element in addition to 
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the components set forth above. Recitations such as "the shelf at the respective 
side" on lines 10-11 of claim 1 render the claims indefinite because they lack 
antecedent basis. Recitations such as "interlocking means" on line 7 of claim 4 
render the claims indefinite because it is unclear if the applicant is invoking 35 
USC 112 paragraph six. It is suggested that the applicant use the customary 
"means for" language to avoid confusion. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
PCT Patent Publication No. WO 93/24714 in view of PCT Patent Application No. 
WO 94/21867 and German Patent Publication No. 2 235 332. PCT Patent 
Publication No. WO 93/24714 discloses a rectangular plastic shed (shown in 
figure 1) assembled from prefabricated plastic components, the shed having side 
walls 2, end walls 2 with upper portions (not numbered, but shown in figure 1 ) 
which slope upwardly from each side wall to a central ridge, a roof support 
arrangement (not numbered, but shown in figure 8) comprising an upper central 
roof support beam assembly supported at its ends from the end walls and 
spanning therebetween and aligned with the central ridge, a plastic sleeve 27 
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sleeved on and enclosing the beam between the end walls, the sleeve having a 
downwardly projecting roof support shelf 30 at each side thereof, a side wall cap 
17 mounted on the top of each side wall and having an upwardly and inwardly 
sloping roof support platform 19 opposing the sleeve shelf at the respective side 
of the beam assembly and having depending flanges 18, a roof assembly 4 
mounted on each side of the central ridge, each of the roof assembly being 
supported at the upper and lower ends respectively by the respective opposing 
roof supporting shelf and platform at the respective side of the central ridge, the 
beam assembly including a cover 34 connected to the sleeve and overlying the 
upper ends of the roof assemblies, hollow corner posts 15 each having 
interlocking means 56, each of the side wall and end walls 2 being hollow and 
having interlocking formations which interlock with hollow connectors 14 as 
shown in figure 8, and a doorway frame (not numbered but shown in figure 1 
framed between the wall components and a pair of doors 66 hinged to the frame. 

PCT Patent Publication No. WO 93/24714 is silent concerning a metal 
beam and an end wall cap. 

However, PCT Patent Application No. WO 94/21867 discloses a roof 
support beam (shown in figure 3) comprising a metal beam 15 and a plastic 
sleeve 7 sleeved on and enclosing the metal beam. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
PCT Patent Publication No. WO 93/24714 with a roof support beam assembly, 
as taught by PCT Patent Application No. WO 94/21867, to increase the strength 
of the roof support beam. 
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Additionally, German Patent Publication No. 2 235 322 discloses an end 
wall cap 16 seated on each end wall 7-10 and slope upwardly from each side 
wall 1 1 to a central ridge, each of the end wall caps having spaced inwardly 
projecting flanges (not numbered, but shown in figure 5) terminating in inturned 
locking fingers (not numbered, but shown on the left hand side of figure 5), a roof 
assembly 12 mounted on each side of the central ridge, each of the roof 
assembly being slidably interlocked with the locking fingers of the end wall caps 
at the respective side of the central ridge, the end wall caps further including 
depending flanges (not numbered, but shown at the bottom of figure 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
PCT Patent Publication No. WO 93/24714 with end wall caps, as taught by 
German Patent Publication No. 2 235 322, to provide a secure connection 
between the roof members and the end walls. 

Claims 2-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over PCT Patent Publication No. WO 93/24714 in view of PCT Patent Application 
No. WO 94/21867 and German Patent Publication No. 2 235 332 as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of EP 0 320 745. EP 0 320 745 discloses a 
shed comprising metal channels secured to a supporting frame for receiving 
walls of the shed therein. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
PCT Patent Publication No. WO 93/24714, as modified above, with metal 
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channels, as taught by EP 0 320 745, to increase the ease with which the shed 
can be assembled. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number 
is 703-305-3979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday 8:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 703-308-2486. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




Gregory J. Strimcu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
June 25, 2004 



